T he final original s’canding committee concerns | ocal
History. ]n earlg meetings, members Presented papers
on Past events and toPics in Kingston and the region:
shipbuilding, land owners]ﬁip, Filgrim settlers, old songs,
Familg gcnca!ogics, and town “characters.” Thc Local
Historg (Committee aimed “to increase awareness and a
sense of responsibilitg toward a town of such
exceptional historic interest and the Prcservation of
that heritagc.” At virtua”g any time, the members could
be called upon to Prescnt a paperor PerForm a vignette
i”ustrating the quaint, the quirkg, the solemn, orthe
industrious of Kingston Past. They marked the graves
of Revo]utionarg soldiers, researched the homesteads
of the “first-comers” and documented the water-

Powered industries upon which the ] own was founded.

Report of the Local History Committee

MRS. ARTHUR TAFT CHASE-ISLAND CREEK-MASSACHUSETTS

Madam President ;
Members of the Jones River Village Club, Inc.

If brevity 1s the soul of wit, this report
should prove hilarious.

The work of your committee during 1949 has
been (1) the presentation by Mrs. Cezhalane snd
her cohorts of an 1llustrated talk on Kingston
women of the past and their contributions to the
11fe ana velfave of fthe tovn, and (2) a beginning
of the organization of the work necessarily left
unfinished by Miss Emily Drew to whom we owe so
much for her forty years of loyal actiwity in the
Club work.

Respectfully submitted,

9 u&—QT £ Wocser Chase,

C.C o e

The Committee, and in Par’cicu]ar long~serving members and chairs Sarah [DeNormandie
Baileg, E_mi]g Fu”er Drew, and 53”5 Dawes Chasc, ensured the survival of an incredible
wealth of historic material, now on dePosit in the | ocal Historg Room of the Kingston

Public Librarg‘ Jncluded in this amazing collection are artwork

and Prints; books and PamPHets; coPied, abstracted and
original clcec]s; correspondcnce; diaries; cPhcmera;
gcnealogies; ledgers; and more, stretcl'ling back to the 18th
century, all related in some way to Kingston. ]n addition, the
Club caremcu”g maintained its own organizationa! records, and
over 40 years ago, inaugurated a close re!ationship with the
Public librarg. |n a hand-written addition to the Pradford
[House (Council’s annual report for 1966, ocal Historg
(ommittee members are noted to “have been sorting and
cataloging papers and records belonging to the JK\/C
Thesc will cventua“g be kePt in the sPcciaI room in the
Adams Librarg.” And though the Librarg has moved across
the street, the papers are cht ina sPecial room, available to

anyone interested in Kingston’s history.
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